
The Altar Area

The East wing of the Altar area
contains a Gothic Reredos honoring Mary
as a young woman. Mary is seen holding
an apple   symbolic of the fruit from the
tree of  knowledge of good and evil.  She
is also portrayed standing on a snake.  
 
Genesis 3 : 14 - 15  The Fall of Man.
 Then the LORD God said to the  
serpent:  "Because you have done this,
you shall be banned from all the animals
and from all the wild creatures; On your
belly shall you crawl, and dirt shall you
eat all the days of your life.  I will put
enmity   between you and the woman, and
between your offspring and hers;  He will
strike at your head, while you strike at his
heel."�

The reredos is not an altar.  A
reredos is a richly carved, painted or
decorated structure forming the back or
background of an altar.�   Although
churches of the 1908 period frequently
had the altar attached to the reredos; the
reredoses at St. Patrick Catholic Church is
not attached to altars.   This change in the
renovated church is a reflection of present
canonical law.   

The wall around the base of the
altar is loosely modeled after the
church’s original communion railing or
altar railing.  The altar railing is a low
gated demarcation between the
sanctuary and the congregation.  The
parishioners would kneel at the railing. 
Communion was distributed over the
railing to the parishioners.   



Baptism has been celebrated in the church since the day of Pentecost.  Through baptism
the believer is forgiven of sins and receives the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Baptism symbolizes dying
to the sinful world and rising to new life through the sacrifice of Jesus.  Through baptism the
recipient joins the church and is welcomed into the Christian community.

 The baptismal fonts are on the
western wing of the altar.   St. Patrick
Catholic Church currently uses two
baptismal fonts.  The pool baptismal was
installed during the renovation in 2001.  It
allows for adult immersion or pouring
baptisms.  

The old baptismal font is mostly
used for the baptism of infants.  It is
originally from Saint Aloysius Catholic
Church in Litchfield, Illinois.   The font
was made in the 1880 from hand carved
white carrara marble from Italy.

The wooden baptismal font is the common style
seen in churches around 1900.  It will be converted to an
ambry to hold the holy oils which are presently displayed
in the three decanters on top of the pedestals.  The holy
oils are made from olive oil and are generally consecrated

by the Bishop on Holy
Thursday.  

The Oil of
Cathechumens is used
to anoint parishioners
preparing for baptism
and for anointing
infants at the beginning
of the baptismal
ceremony.  

The Oil of the
Sick is used to anoint the chronically ill or those who have
suffered a life threatening injury or illness.  

The Sacred Chrism is a mixture of olive oil and
balsam.  Chrism is used in Baptism, Confirmation and the
receiving of Holy Orders.  It is also used for consecrating
baptismal water, churches and altars.  



The Paschal Candle or the Christ
Candle is to remind the worshipers of
the Paschal mystery.  It is blessed or
enthroned at the Easter vigil.  The
candle remains lit throughout the “Great
Feast” , the fifty days of the Easter
season.  It is extinguished at Pentecost. 
The Paschal Candle is then lit at
baptisms and funerals where we, as
Christians, have died and risen from
death through Christ’s sacrifice.�  

St.  Joseph holding Jesus 

     St. Joseph was the step-father of
Jesus.  Joseph, as well as Mary,   was a
descendent of David.  Most references
to Joseph in the Gospels depict him in
his role as protector of the young
Savior.   Joseph is pictured holding his
staff which was both his protection
device and a sign of his holiness.  

The Joseph Legend of the Budding Staff of Lily

     Zechariah, the high priest, told Mary that in a
revelation he was instructed by an angel to bring
together marriageable men and have each leave his
staff in the temple overnight.  The Lord’s choice of a
husband for Mary would be revealed through a sign. 
In the morning the staff of Joseph, the carpenter, was
found blossomed; while the other suitor’s were
barren.  �

     The casting was originally in the convent house at St. Teresa.  The first convent house was
built in 1913 and was dedicated to the care of St.  Joseph, protector of the family.  The Ursuline
Nuns firmly believe their prayers asking for St.  Joseph’s intercession were heard and granted. 
Neither the fire which damaged the first convent house, nor the tornado which destroyed the
second convent house injured anyone.  



The Ambo

     The ambo, or pulpit, is the place for the scriptures
and for preaching the Good News.  It is also referred
to as the Altar of the Word.  The use of the ambo
became prevalent in the later Middle Ages.  Prior to
then the bishop would preach from the cathedra, or
bishop’s chair.   

     The front of the Ambo contains part of the original
1908 altar.  This Ambo is somewhat taller than most
Ambos.   The extra height was necessary to
incorporate the altar piece and to stay with the
communion railing design of the walls.  

     The solid brass candle sticks
were original to the church and
are made in the gothic style.  It is customary to 
have candles in the altar area to symbolize
Christ as the light of the world.  John 1: 9  
The true light, which enlightens everyone was
coming into the world.�
      The ceremony to dedicate a church is begun
in darkness with the flame of a candle being
spread from one parishioner to another.  The
light is passed with the words, “May the light of
Christ shine in the darkness.”   The candles also
remind us of the time when the church was
persecuted and celebrated in the darkness of the
catacombs.  John  8:12  Jesus spoke to them
again, saying, "I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life."�

     
      The two candelabras were the gifts of Mrs. Bering.   They are
original to the church and contain some of the original light bulbs.
The candelabras do not have a spiritual meaning, but do provide an
authentic Gothic decoration.  



The Altar of Sacrifice

The altar represents the two aspects of the same mystery.  It is the altar of the sacrifice
and the table of the Lord.  The altar is the symbol of Christ himself as the victim offered for our
reconciliation and as food from heaven who is giving himself to us.  

The Sacrifice
Genesis 22: 6 - 8  Thereupon Abraham took the
wood for the holocaust and laid it on his son
Isaac©s shoulders, while he himself carried the
fire and the knife.  As the two walked on
together, Isaac spoke to his father Abraham.
"Father!" he said. "Yes, son," he replied. Isaac
continued, "Here are the fire and the wood, but
where is the sheep for the holocaust?"   "Son,"
Abraham answered, "God himself will provide
the sheep for the
holocaust." Then the two
continued going
forward.�

The Meal
Matthew 26: 26- 28  While they were
eating, Jesus took bread, said the
blessing, broke it, and giving it to his
disciples said, "Take and eat; this is my
body."  Then he took a cup, gave thanks,
and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from
it, all of you, for this is my blood of the
covenant, which will be shed on behalf
of many for the forgiveness of sins.�

     The front of the altar
is made from the gates of
the original communion
railing and were given to
St. Patrick Catholic
Church by the Gohgerty
Family.   
     It is customary for the
altar to contain the relics
of a martyred saint
which are placed in an
altar stone.   The altar stone which is usually only large enough to hold the chalice and paten is
actually considered the altar.  The top of the altar stone bears five crosses symbolizing the
wounds of Jesus.  The original altar contained an altar stone.  However, changes in canon law
required the relics to be authenticated in order to be included in the altar.  Definitive proof of the
identity of the martyred saint is not available.   When the new altar was constructed in 2002; it
was decided not to include the relics in the altar.  Even though the relics are not eligible to be
included in the altar, they are still to be venerated for the sacrifice and piety of the martyred saint
they’ re from.   The relics have been enshrined in a place of honor under the new altar.  



The Presider’s Chair is simply a seat of honor for the
person conducting the mass.  It was built in 2002 and was
designed in the old communion rail motif which was used for
altar area.  

The Crucifix leads the procession at
the opening and closing of mass.  It
symbolizes Christ leading us into the gathering
of the believers and out into the world to
spread the Good News.  John 12 : 32 And
when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men to myself.  The lifting up of Jesus on
the cross signifies and announces His lifting
up by His Ascension into heaven.�

The crucifix used by St. Patrick Catholic Church is believed to be
authentic in displaying the position of the body on the cross.  Particularly, the feet
are shown as crossed with one common nail being driven through the two ankles. 
During the middle ages religious artwork took on a European flavor due to the
Holy Land being closed to outsiders.  The Michelangelo version of the crucifixion
shows the feet separated with each ankle being nailed with individual nails.  The
Michelangelo version is still the most popular version despite archeological and
literary evidence.�    

The cross was carved by Andy Birkley in 2002.  The body is much older
and is from a different crucifix.  No records of the origin of the body portion

remains.  

The Credence Table holds the articles necessary for
the consecration of the bread and wine.  The table can be
of any size or shape and is usually designed to reflect the
motif of the church building.  

The table is pictured as it would appear at the
beginning of Sunday mass.  The chalice is covered by a
stiff square of green linen known as a Pall.   Just behind
and to the right of the Pall is the water cruet used in the
consecration of the wine.

The pitcher is for the ceremonial washing of the
priest’s hands prior to the Eucharistic Prayer.  The Server
will pour the water over the Celebrant’s  hands into the
Lavabo Dish (bowl) .  During this  the Celebrant recites
the prayer, “Lord, wash away my inequity, cleanse me of
my sins.”   The towel, or Manuterge, is used for drying the
hands.    



The most striking feature of the church is the Gothic reredos behind the Altar of Sacrifice. 
The reredos was originally part of the altar but was separated from the altar following the Second
Vatican Council.  Formerly the priest would face the reredos during the Eucharistic Prayer.  The
priest now faces the congregation during the mass.  This forced a separation of the Altar of
Sacrifice from the reredos.  

The tops of the reredos are tall and pointed.  This is orientated to lift the eyes and spirit
towards God.  The pointed tops are from the altar at the Holy Family Catholic Church in
Chicago, Illinois and could predate the Civil War.  The Holy Family Catholic Church was one of
only two churches to survive the great Chicago Fire.  

The main function of the reredos is to separate the church from the Chapel of Reservation
and the Tabernacle.  The Tabernacle is the golden object in the bottom center.  



St. Patrick, the patron saint of our church. 
Patrick is displayed contemplating the shamrock. 

 St. Patrick’s Shamrock
            The mysteries of the faith are difficult to
teach.  Legend has it that St. Patrick helped himself
to explain the Trinity to the king’s two daughters by
using a shamrock.  Its three leaflets on one stem
represent the three persons in one God.  Some say
the occasion was his sermon to Laoghaire, chief of
the Irish clans who had come to seize the saint for
daring to ignite the Easter fire on the Hill of
Slane.�

St. Patrick is wearing the symbols of the
office of Arch-bishop.  The woven band with the
black cross, which is around St. Patrick’s  shoulders
and down his front, is a Pallium.  The shepherd’s
crook, Crosier, turned outward signifies the Arch-
bishop is outside of his diocese.   He is also wearing
the pointed Miter hat used by Bishops.  

The Prayer of St. Patrick
Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,
Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ in breadth, Christ in length, Christ in height,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks to me,
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in Every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me,
I arise today through a mighty strength,
The invocation of the Trinity,
Through belief in the Threeness,
Through confession of Oneness,
Of the Creator of Creation.

The statue of St. Patrick is not
original to the church but was obtained
during the renovation.  It’s exact
history is not known.

On either side of the St. Patrick
statue are two angels which were on
the original altar.  It is traditional for
older churches to have angels near the
tabernacle showing adoration to the
Blessed Sacrament.


