
The Chapel of Reservation

Behind the large Gothic reredos is a small area separated from the main church in
function and atmosphere.  The Chapel of Reservation is designed to provide an area of
veneration for the consecrated Eucharists that are held in reserve until needed.  The chapel is also
used for private devotional prayer in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament.  The lighting and
intimacy is to remind the worshiper that he is in the presence of God.

The Sanctuary Lamp is a symbol that
Christ as the light of the world is always
present in the church.  The lamp is lit day
and night whenever the Blessed Sacrament
is being reserved in the Tabernacle which is
everyday except Good Friday and Holy
Saturday prior to the Easter Vigil.  

Exodus 25 : 8 "They shall make a sanctuary
for me, that I may dwell in their midst.

Sanctuary Lamps usually hang from
a chain, however, a proper system for lower
the lamp has not been able to be installed
yet.  

The base of the lamp is an original
candle stick base to the 1908 church.  

The priedieu is a combination kneeler and desk. 
It is to help the faithful maintain an attitude of prayer
while in the chapel.

The chair was originally the Presider’s Chair.  It
was chosen for the Chapel of Reservation due to its
Gothic design.  



The Tabernacle holds the consecrated
Eucharist in reservation until needed.  It is the
location of the Holy of Holies.  The Tabernacle is to
be situated in churches in a most worthy place with
the greatest honor.  The dignity, placing, and security
of the Eucharistic Tabernacle should foster adoration
before the Lord really present in the Blessed
Sacrament of the altar.�    St. Patrick Catholic
Church has the Tabernacle situated directly behind
the Altar of Sacrifice where it will be seen by anyone
in the church.    

The original  Tabernacle in the Old Testament
was a tent which was used until the Temple was built
by King Solomon.   1st Chronicles 17:1, 4 - 6   After
David had taken up residence in his house, he said to
Nathan the prophet, "See, I am living in a house of
cedar, but the ark of the covenant of the LORD
dwells under tentcloth."©�  While God was satisfied
with the tent, he did lay out plans for Solomon to
construct a temple worthy of God’s splendor.   

The tabernacle in a Gothic Church is to
reflect the majesty of God.  The Tabernacle is
designed as a church to remind us that God is always
in the church.   Its many spires are to invite the eyes
upward to God.  The coloring was chosen to inspire
awe.

One wall of the Tabernacle is original to the
reredos Tabernacle which was part of the altar to
Mary.  The other two walls and door were built to
match that piece.   Like the temple built by King
Solomon, the Tabernacle is lined with cedar without
blemish.  1st Kings 6:14 - 15 When Solomon finished
building the temple, its walls were lined from floor to
ceiling beams with cedar paneling, and its floor was
laid with fir planking.�



The Crucifix

Matthew  27 :33 - 54  And when
they came to a place called Golgotha
(which means Place of the Skull), they
gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall.
But when he had tasted it, he refused to
drink.  After they had crucified him, they
divided his garments by casting lots; then
they sat down and kept watch over him
there.  And they placed over his head the
written charge against him: This is Jesus,
the King of the Jews.  Two revolutionaries
were crucified with him, one on his right
and the other on his left.  Those passing by
reviled him, shaking their heads and 
saying, "You who would destroy the
temple and rebuild it in three days, save
yourself, if you are the Son of God, (and)
come down from the cross!"  Likewise the
chief priests with the scribes and elders
mocked him and said, "He saved others;
he cannot save himself. So he is the king
of Israel!  Let him come down from the
cross now, and we will believe in him.  He
trusted in God; let him deliver him now if he wants him. For he said, ©I am the Son of God.©"  The
revolutionaries who were crucified with him also kept abusing him in the same way.

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon.  And
about three o©clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?" which means,
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"  Some of the bystanders who heard it said,
"This one is calling for Elijah."   Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in
wine, and putting it on a reed, gave it to him to drink.  But the rest said, "Wait, let us see if Elijah
comes to save him."  But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit.

And behold, the veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom.  The earth
quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened, and the bodies of many saints who had fallen
asleep were raised.  And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection, they entered the
holy city and appeared to many.  The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch
over Jesus feared greatly when they saw the earthquake and all that was happening, and they said,
"Truly, this was the Son of God!"�

The body on the crucifix dates from about 1950.  It was donated by Lawrence Kuhle.  The
original cross was damaged during the fire in the late 1950s and replaced by the present cross.
The crucifix hung behind the Altar of Sacrifice prior to the renovation.



St. Michael and St. Gabriel are Archangels and both were named in the Bible.  An
Archangel is an emissary of God and ministers to man.  Archangels are entitled to stand before
God and are ever ready to do His bidding.  The Archangels are referred to as Saints in deference
to their holiness.�  

St. Michael
Donated by:   the school children of St. Teresa 1910

St. Michael’s name means “Who is like
God.”   He is the Angel of God’s power and leader
of the heavenly host.  St. Michael cast Lucifer and
the fallen angels from heaven.  He is also
considered the angel who executes the decision on
each person’s eternal destiny on Judgement Day.�    

Revelations  12 : 7 - 9  Then war broke out
in heaven; Michael and his angels battled against
the dragon. The dragon and its angels fought back,
but they did not prevail and there was no longer any
place for them in heaven.  The huge dragon, the
ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan,
who deceived the whole world, was thrown down
to earth, and its angels were thrown down with it.�

St. Michael is the protector of the Christian
against the devil, especially at the hour of death
when he conducts the soul to God.  St. Michael is
considered the patron of Christian armies against
heathen armies.�   Usually he is represented with a
flaming sword and scales representing his role as
guardian and dispenser of justice.�   In the stained
glass window Michael is depicted with his sword. 
It is inscribed QVM VT DEUS, Latin for Who Is
Like God.

St. Michael also contested with Satan over
the body of Moses, claiming it for heaven.
Jude 1:9 Yet the archangel Michael, when he
argued with the devil in a dispute over the body of
Moses, did not venture to pronounce a reviling
judgment upon him but said, "May the Lord rebuke
you!"�

The windows of the Archangels were
installed two years after the church was built. Originally the windows were plain glass.    



St. Gabriel
Donated by: In Memory of John Sheehy and 

Sister Camilla Sheehy by their mother.

St. Gabriel means God is my
strength.  Gabriel’s primary duty is as a
messenger of God announcing good news.  

Daniel 9 : 21 - 24   I was still
occupied with this prayer, when Gabriel, the
one whom I had seen before in vision, came
to me in rapid flight at the time of the
evening sacrifice.  He instructed me in these
words: "Daniel, I have now come to give
you understanding.  When you began your
petition, an answer was given which I have
come to announce, because you are beloved.
Therefore, mark the answer and understand
the vision.  Seventy weeks are decreed for
your people and for your holy city: Then
transgression will stop and sin will end,
guilt will be expiated, Everlasting justice
will be introduced, vision and prophecy
ratified, and a most holy will be anointed.�

Luke 1:11 - 13, 26 - 31 The angel of
the Lord appeared to him, standing at the
right of the altar of incense.  Zechariah was
troubled by what he saw, and fear came
upon him.  But the angel said to him, "Do

not be afraid, Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a
son, and you shall name him John.  In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a
town of Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the house of
David, and the virgin©s name was Mary.  And coming to her, he said, "Hail, favored one! The
Lord is with you."  But she was greatly troubled at what was said and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be.  Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God.  Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name
him Jesus.�

John Sheehy was the first fireman from the Decatur Fire Department to lose his life in the
line of duty.  Sister Camilla Sheehy was a beloved nun who served the Decatur area.  She died
very young.  



On either wing of the Chapel of Reservation are two large statues
of angels respectfully praying.  The angels were originally in Sacred
Heart Catholic Church in Dalton City.  The statues will eventually be
fully painted.

Angels are Heavenly beings without gender.  All angels were
created at the beginning of time and are distinct from saints.  Man can
become a saint but cannot become an angel.  There are nine choirs or
classes of angels: Angels, Archangels, Principalities, Powers, Virtures,
Dominations, Thrones, Cherubim, Seraphim.�    It is not certain which
order of angels the statues represent.

Angels have been present since creation and throughout the
history of salvation.  They have announced this salvation from afar or near and served the

accomplishment of the divine plan.  Angels closed the earthly paradise. 
They protected Lot, saved Hagar and her child, and stayed Abraham’s
hand.  Angels: communicated the law by their ministry, led the People
of God, announced births and callings, and assisted the prophets.  

From Jesus’s Incarnation to Ascension, his life was surrounded
by the adoration and service of angels.  Angels: protected Jesus in his
infancy, served Him in the desert, and strengthened Him during the
agony in the garden.  They will be present at Christ’s return.  They will
announce it and serve as dispensers of justice.�



High above the point where the center aisle meets the altar steps is the dome of the
church.   The dome originally was adorned with the pictures of four saints, but record  of who
they were was not kept.  The dome has displayed many pictures over the years.  During the recent
renovation, the dome was painted with a pure white dove, the symbol of the Holy Spirit.


