
The Windows of the Apse

Above the gallery level are thirteen lancet windows depicting people who shaped the
Christian faith for all time.  The descriptions of the windows starts with the center windows and
works outward in both directions.

The Good Shepherd

Donated by: William E. Moore by wife

John 10: 1 - 18
"Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever does not enter a

sheepfold through the gate but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a
robber.  But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep.  The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the sheep hear his voice,
as he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has
driven out all his own, he walks ahead of them, and the sheep follow
him, because they recognize his voice.  But they will not follow a
stranger; they will run away from him, because they do not recognize
the voice of strangers."  

Although Jesus used this figure of speech, they did not realize
what he was trying to tell them.  So Jesus said again, "Amen, amen, I
say to you, I am the gate for the sheep.  All who came (before me) are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them.  I am the
gate. Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and
go out and find pasture.  A thief comes only to steal and slaughter
and destroy; I came so that they might have life and have it more
abundantly.  I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep.  A hired man, who is not a shepherd and whose
sheep are not his own, sees a wolf coming and leaves the sheep and
runs away, and the wolf catches and scatters them.  This is because he
works for pay and has no concern for the sheep.  

I am the good shepherd, and I know mine and mine know me,
just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I will lay
down my life for the sheep.  I have other sheep that do not belong to
this fold. These also I must lead, and they will hear my voice, and

there will be one flock, one shepherd.  This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my
life in order to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it down on my own. I have
power to lay it down, and power to take it up again.  This command I have received from my
Father."  �



The Evangelists
The Apostles were solemnly set apart to preach and write the Gospels.  They are

considered to be the evangelists of the church. 

St. Mark

Donated by George and Genevieve Clinton

There is no doubt that in writing the first Gospel narrative,
sometime around the year 70, Mark, had a decisive influence on the
subsequent development of Christianity.  Before Mark’s Gospel, the
teachings of Jesus circulated in the form of sayings.  Paul’s letters
contain almost no reference to the actual life story of Jesus.  But for
Mark, the authority of Jesus’  message was rooted in his paradoxical
identity as the suffering and crucified Messiah.  �

St. Matthew                                          

Donated by: 
Lamont and Emma Swisher

Matthew 9: 9
As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a
man called Matthew sitting at the tax
office; and said to him, “Follow me.”   And
he rose and followed him.�

Matthew, as a tax collector, would
have been despised by his fellow Jews as a
collaborator with the Roman occupation. 

It was for consorting with such public sinners that Jesus earned
himself a certain opprobrium.  But whatever Matthew’s former life he
apparently recognized that in order to follow Jesus he must leave the
past behind.  His Gospel extols an attitude of spiritual poverty and
counsels his readers that their salvation depends on the quality of
their mercy toward the poor.  All this is certainly consistent with the
attitude of a reformed tax collector.  

St. Matthew is the great patron of the church’s mission. 
Called in his own life to follow Jesus, he closes his Gospel with
Jesus’  Great Commission to his followers, “Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations.”   �



St. Luke

Donated by: In Memory of My Mother

St. Luke was the author of one of the four Gospels as well
as the Acts of the Apostles.  From references in the letters of St.
Paul it is supposed that he was a gentile Christian who
accompanied Paul on many of his journeys and who attended him
faithfully during his final days of imprisonment.  In his letter to the
Colossians Paul refers to “Luke, the beloved physician,”  a phrase
which has prompted the traditional depictions of Luke as a doctor.  

It is significant, however, that Luke never met Jesus.  His
knowledge of Jesus came only from his encounter with the Risen
Lord, present in the Christian communities he described in Acts. 
Of all the evangelists, Luke had the most vital sense of God’s
presence in ongoing history.  That is why his story does not end
with the resurrection of Jesus but
continues with Pentecost and the
ongoing story of Christ’s presence in
the life of the church and in the midst
of the world.�

St. John

Donated by: 
Mr. and Mrs. H.D. Greider

St. John figures in all four Gospels as one of the earliest of
the twelve apostles.  He and his brother James, both Galilean
fisherman, were called by Jesus “sons of thunder.”   John was a
privileged witness of many significant moments in Jesus’  life
including the raising of Jairus’s daughter, the transfiguration, and
the agony in the garden.  By tradition, John is also identified as the
author of the Fourth Gospel, written most likely toward the end of
the first century.

According to tradition John outlived the rest of the Twelve. 
He escaped martyrdom and was sent into exile on the island of
Patmos.  Later he retired to Ephesus, where he presided over the
local church until the end of his days.  He was supposedly know for
delivering the same short sermon, regardless of the occasion or
circumstances: “Brother and sisters, love one another.”   When
members of his congregation asked whether they couldn’ t,
sometime hear a different message, he answered: “When you have
mastered this lesson we can move on to another.” �



The Doctors of the Church
First Corinthians 12: 28   “God indeed hath set some in the church; first apostles, secondly
prophets, thirdly doctors.” �   It was the duty of the doctors to expound the law and keep the

church practices consistent with the Word of God.

St. Augustine, Bishop of Hippo

Donated by: In Memory of Stella Hayes

St. Augustine was one of the great architects of Western
thought.  In the vast library of his written works he left his mark on
virtually every aspect of Christine doctrine.  St. Augustine was the
first Christian to regard human experience as the starting point for
reflecting on God.  His conversion centered on a realization that
creation was fundamentally good.  It was our sin, our disordered
desires, that turned the good and
beautiful things of creation into traps
and snares.  And if, for Augustine,
sin abounded, so did grace even more
abound.�   

St. Jerome   Monk

Donated by: 
Pray for Richard and Mary Molloy

St. Jerome was one of the first great
scholars of the Christian Church.  In
382 Jerome was employed as a
secretary to Pope Damasus.  The
pope was intrigued by Jerome’s skills
and gave him an important

assignment.  At the time the church had access to the Scriptures
only through The Greek Septuagint translation of the Hebrew Bible
as well as the original Greek version of the New Testament.  But
since Greek had by this time given way to Latin as the common
language of the church, the pope directed Jerome to prepare a Latin
translation of the whole.  Rather than simply translate the
Septuagint into Latin, Jerome went back to the original Hebrew.  It
was an overwhelming project for any single man, and it was to
occupy him for the rest of his long life.�



St. Gregory the Great   Pope

Donated by: In Memory of Th. Walsh Daughter

St. Gregory brought to the papacy an unusual combination of
managerial genius and personal holiness.  While the once glorious
Roman Empire fell into decay and ruin, he steered the church with a
wise and steady hand, concerning himself with all matters large and
small, and thus establishing the church as the great stable institution of
the Middle Ages.

Gregory, however, was concerned not only with consolidating
the church but also with spreading the Gospel.  His most successful
effort in this regard was the commissioning of a party of forty monks
under the leadership of Augustine to bring Christianity to England.  In
light of his many accomplishments, the church later appended the
honorific title “Magnus”  - the great- to his name.  Gregory himself
preferred to be known as “Servant of the servants of God.” �

St. Ambrose   Bishop of Milan

Donated by: Peter and Margaret Ford

         St. Ambrose was the provincial
governor of Aemilia-Liguria with his
capital in Milan.  In 374 the bishop of

Milan died.  The church was bitterly divided between Catholic and
Arian (a christological heresy that denied the full divinity of Christ)
factions, and thus unable to choose a successor.  When violence
threatened to erupt, Ambrose went to the basilica in his civil
capacity and exhorted the assembly to conclude their deliberations
in a peaceful manner.  Suddenly a voice rose up, “Ambrose for
bishop!”   This cry was quickly taken up by the entire assembly. 
Ambrose was horrified.  Not only was he a layman - he was not
even baptized.  He fled the basilica but eventually acquiesced to the
evident will of God.  Within one week he was: baptized, confirmed,
received Holy Orders, and was consecrated Bishop of Milan.

The Emperor Valentinian ordered Ambrose to cede one of
his churches for the use of the Arians as a way to promote civic
harmony.  Ambrose stoutly refused the emperor’s command.  The
conflict escalated with imperial troops surrounding the basilica with
the bishop and congregation inside.  Ambrose defined the issue as:
“The emperor is in the church, not over it.”   Eventually the emperor
backed down.�



The Saints

St. Agnes   Virgin and Martyr

Donated by: In Memory of William and Allan Murray

Agnes was born to a rich and noble family of Rome and at a
young age her beauty attracted the interest of many prosperous
suitors.  She rebuffed them all, insisting that she had consecrated her
virginity to her true spouse, Jesus, Christ.  Her suitors denounced her
as a Christian.  She was brought before a magistrate, but nothing
could compel her to offer incense to the gods.  The magistrate
condemned her to a house of prostitution.  However, she exuded such
a powerful aura of purity that no one could lay a finger on her. 
Infuriated by her defiance, the judge then ordered Agnes to be
beheaded.  Agnes greeted the sentence joyfully and, according to St.
Ambrose “went to the place of her execution more cheerfully than
others go to their wedding.”   At the time of her death she was thirteen
years old.” �

St. Anne   The Grandmother of Jesus

Donated by: In Memory of Kenny
Garvid by Emma Carrol

Anne (Hebrew, Hannah,) is the traditional name of the
mother of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  In Nazareth there lived a rich
and pious couple, Joachim and Hannah. They were childless.
When on a feast day Joachim presented himself to offer sacrifice in
the temple, he was repulsed by a certain Ruben, under the pretext
that men without offspring were unworthy to be admitted.
Whereupon Joachim, bowed down with grief, did not return home,
but went into the mountains to make his plaint to God in solitude. 
Also Hannah, having learned the reason of the prolonged absence
of her husband, cried to the Lord to take away from her the curse of
sterility, promising to dedicate her child to the service of God.
Their prayers were heard; an angel came to Hannah and said:
"Hannah, the Lord has looked upon thy tears; thou shalt conceive
and give birth and the fruit of thy womb shall be blessed by all the world". The angel made the
same promise to Joachim, who returned to his wife. Hannah gave birth to a daughter whom she
called Miriam (Mary). �



St. Elizabeth of Hungary Franciscan Queen

Donated by: Gift of Phillip Cecilia Corratto

St. Elizabeth was the daughter of Hungarian royalty.  She
married Crown Prince Ludwig of Thuringia in Southern Germany.  In
1227 Ludwig accepted command of a force of Crusaders.  Ludwig
died of the plague on the journey to the Holy Land.  

Following the death of her husband, Elizabeth was banished
from the castle and forced into a life of poverty.   Her reputation for
holiness began to take root.  The spectacle of this princess working at
a spinning wheel or nursing the sick in their homes or in the hospices
she had endowed inspired the grudging respect of those who had
persecuted her, as well as the devoted affection of the poor and
common folk.  When not at prayer or engaged in other service, she
liked to go fishing in nearby streams, selling her catch to provide
alms.�   

Elizabeth is shown with roses in her cloak.  She would take
bread from the castle and give it to the poor.  One winter day her
mother-in-law, the queen,  suspected Elizabeth of removing bread
from the castle and hiding it under her cloak. 
The queen ordered Elizabeth searched and
arrested if she had any food on her.  When
stopped by the guards, Elizabeth opened her
cloak.  The bread had miraculously been
replaced with roses.   

St. Mary Magdalene

Donated by:   Mr. and Mrs. James McGuire

Mary Magdalene was one of the original Galilean disciples of Jesus
and the most eminent among the many women who followed in his
itinerant ministry.  Little can be said about her origins; she is characterized
simply as a woman from whom seven demons had gone out.  All four
Gospels name Mary among the women who followed Jesus to Gogotha and
there witnessed his passion and death remaining faithful to the end.  

Mary Magdalene was among the women who went to the tomb on
the day after the Sabbath to anoint his body.  Instead they found an empty
tomb guarded by an angel who revealed the astonishing news that Jesus
had risen.  The women were charged to tell the disciples to meet the Lord
back in Galilee.  Mary was the first person to see the Risen Lord as she
stood outside the tomb weeping when Jesus appeared to her.   It was she,
the faithful disciple, who first proclaimed the Good News to the twelve. 
Thus she is often been called the Apostle to the Apostles.�


