The Stations of the Cross

Beginning on the East wall in the gallery near the stained glass window of the Nativity ,
and continuing to the North around the North and West walls of the sanctuary are fourteen faux-
relief castings. The castings, known as the Stations of the Cross or the Way of the Cross,
represent certain scenes in the Passion of Jesus Christ. The actual station is the cross associated
with each faux-relief. Aswith the stained glass windows, the casting is merely an educational
visua aid. The object of the Stations of the Crossisto help the faithful to make in spirit, asit
were a pilgrimage to the chief scenes of Christ’s sufferings and death. The faithful pass from
station to station praying and meditating on each particular sacrifice made by Jesus for our
salvation. Generdly, if the Stations of the Cross are being conducted as a church service only the
priest moves from station to station. The faithful remain in the pews. However, local churches
can conduct the services with the worshipers moving from station to station with the priest. The
faux-reliefs were made in 1916. The Stations of the Cross were paid for by the members of the
parish in amost remarkable way. Father Murphy visited each family of the parish. During the
visit he assessed the family its portion of the cost of the stations

The Stations of the Cross have been in existence since the crucifixion of Jesus. Tradition
asserts that Mother Mary would daily visit the scene’s of Christ’s Passion. St. Jerome speaks of
large crowds from all countries who used to visit the holy placesin hisday. The number of
stations and which scenes were depicted have varied wildly over the centuries. Popular versions
used 11, 14, 19, 25, 31, or 37 stations. Some versions recounted Jesus falling seven times while
the modern version lists only three incidents where Jesus falls under the weight of the cross. The
additional times Jesus fell were at: Station 4, Jesus meets his mother; Station 5, Simon of Cyrene
is made to bear the cross; Station 6, Veronica wipes Jesus' s face; and Station 8, Jesus meets the
women of Jerusalem. The number of stationswas fixed at 14 in 1731 by Pope Clement XII. In
1742 Pope Benedict X1V exhorted al priests to enrich their churches by displaying the Passion of
Christ. Asaresult of this exhortation the Stations of the Cross can be found in almost every
Catholic Church.

While visiting the Stations of the Cross, please remember that Jesus was probably avery
physically strong man. Jesus was a carpenter in atime before saw mills and lumber yards.
During that day it was common for a carpenter to procure his lumber by going to the woods on
the edge of town and chopping down atree. The carpenter would then cut and split the tree into
the desired sizes and haul the wood back to his shop. It required great strength to perform these
tasks. The cruelties and sufferings endured by Christ to weaken Him so much in one night, must
be beyond comprehension for most of us.



|. Pilate condemns Jesus to death.

John 19:15 - 16

They cried out, “ Take him away, take
him away! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them,
“Shall | crucify your king?’ The chief priests
answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”
Then he handed him over to them to be
crucified. So they took Jesus.

[1. Jesus takes up the cross.

John 19:17

and carrying the cross himself he went out to
what is called the Place of the Skull, in Hebrew,
Golgotha.

I11. Jesus Fallsthefirst time.

Stumbling to the ground, Jesusis
bruised and humiliated even further. The
multitude that had once surrounded him
looking for hope now surrounds him
looking for political scapegoat. What little
strength Jesus has left is poured into his
final steps of life.



V. Jesus meets his mother, Mary.

Their eyes meet and they exchange a
glance. Mary’s heart; a heart that once
danced with joy as she watched her child
toddle, walk and run; is ripped with pain as
she watches her child crawl to his death.
Sheishelpless. Jesusfeels his mother’'s
pain and grieves not for himself, but for the
woman who said yesto her role in bringing
the Word to flesh.

V1. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.

A brief moment of compassion from a
woman in the crowd brings a soft cloth against
the tormented features of Jesus of Nazareth.
Risking her own safety, Veronicais moved to
offer the slightest relief to the Son of God. No
swaddling clothes here. No comforting arms of
reassurance. Only a passing moment of risky
tenderness.”

V. Smon of Cyreneis made to bear the cross.

Luke 23:26

Asthey led him away they took hold of
acertain Simon, a Cyrenian, who was
coming in from the country; and after laying
the cross on him, they made him carry it
behind Jesus.



VI1II. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.

Luke 23: 27-31

A large crowd of people followed Jesus,
including many women who mourned and
lamented him. Jesus turned to them and
said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not
weep for me; weep instead for yourselves
and for your children, for indeed, the days
are coming when people will say, ‘Blessed
are the barren, the wombs that never bore
and the breasts that never nursed.” At that
time people will say to the mountains, ‘ Fall
upon us!” and to the hills, *Cover us!” For
if these things are done when the wood is
green what will happen when it isdry?”’

VII. Jesusfallsthe second time.

Jesusfallsagain. Did hedlip?
Did he and Simon trip over each
other? Was he shoved by some
tormentor from the crowd? It doesn’t
matter. The cross gets heavier, and
each rising seems progressively more
impossible.



IX. Jesus fallsthethird time.

Three times. Jesus knees are raw
from the impact of jagged stones that
slice hisskin each time hefalls. The
weight of the beam crushes down
across the back of his head, and heis
blinded with pain. The crowd gets
angrier with Jesus. In his crushed
hel plessness, their own broken
humanity is mirrored back to them.

X. Jesusis stripped of his garments.

John 19: 23 -24

....They took his clothes and
divided them into four shares, a share
for each soldier. They aso took his
tunic, but the tunic was seamless,
woven in one piece from the top down.
So they said to one another, “Let’s not
tear it, but castslotsfor it to see whose
it will be’ in order that the passage of
scripture might be fulfilled (that says):
“They divided my garments among
them, and for my vesture they cast
lots.” Thisiswhat the soldiersdid.



XI1. Jesusis crucified.

Mark 15: 22-32

They brought him to the place of Golgotha (which istranslated Place of the Skull). They gave
him awine drugged with myrrh, but he did not takeit. Then they crucified him and divided his
garments by casting lots for them to see what each should take. It was nine o’clock in the
morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of
the Jews.” With him they crucified two revolutionaries, one on hisright and one on his left.

Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! Y ou who would destroy
the templeandrebuilditinthree days, save yourself by coming down from the cross.”
Likewise the chief priests, with the scribes, mocked him among themselves and said, “He save
others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of Israel, come down now from the
cross that we may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with him also kept abusing him.



XI1. Jesus dies on the cross.

Matthew 27: 45- 54

From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And
about three 0’ clock Jesus cried out in aloud voice, “Eli, Eli lema sabachthani?” Which means
“My God, my God why have you forsaken me?’ Some of the bystanders who heard it said, “This
oneiscaling for Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran to get a sponge; he soaked it in wine, and
putting it on areed, gaveit to him to drink. But the rest said, “Wait, let us seeif Elijah comesto
save him.” But Jesus cried out in aloud voice, and gave up his spirit. And behold, the veil of
the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, rock were split, tombs were
opened, and the bodies of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised. And coming forth
from their tombs after his resurrection, they entered the holy city and appeared to many. The
centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus feared greatly when they
saw the earthquake and all that was happening, and they said, “Truly this was the Son of God.”



X1V. Jesusislaid in the tomb.
Matthew 27: 59 -60

Taking the body, Joseph
wrapped it (in) clean linen and laid
it in his new tomb that he had
hewn in the rock. Then he
rolled a huge stone across the
entrance to the tomb and departed.

XI1Il. Jesusis removed
from the cross.

John 19:38

After this, Joseph of
Arimathea, secretly adisciple of
Jesus for fear of the Jews, asked
Pilateif he could remove the
body of Jesus. And Pilate
permitted it. So he came and
took his body.



