
   The Choir  Loft

Opposite of the apse in the
sanctuary is the choir loft.  As the name
suggests; it is an elevated area which
seats the organized singers and their
musical instruments.  An elevated choir
in the rear of the sanctuary takes full
advantage of the acoustics of the arched
rib ceiling in Gothic churches.  The
position of the choir behind the
worshipers prevents the mistake of
viewing the singers as entertainers and
keeps the focus of the mass on the altar.  

The main musical instrument of 
St. Patrick Catholic Church is the Austin pipe
organ.  The organ was manufactured in
Connecticut and installed in 1911.  It is one of 
the first generation organs to have a universal 
air chest housing all of its mechanics.   

Renovations were made on the
 organ in 1940, the 1960s, and in 1987.  The   
original mechanics of the organ has been
replaced by electronic switches.  Many of the
original pipes remain in use.  Some pipes were
refurbished while additional pipes were added
to give the organ a complete musical range.



 On either side of the organ’s universal
air chest is a valance stained glass window. 
The West side window has a crown and harp
and is a tribute to King David.  David was the
most musical of all the Old Testament figures
frequently using the harp as an instrument of
praise.  He wrote the Hymn Psalms as musical
prayers.
       The window to the East pictures two
Herald trumpets.  The Herald trumpet would
be sounded before important announcements
and is thought to have been used by the Herald
Angel.



Above the organ is the largest and most misunderstood of all the stained glass windows in
the church.  During the early days of Christianity symbols were used to represent people and
places.  The window does not depict a single person but it reminds us of the events and people
which helped form and shape Christianity.  

 

The three outside rings of the window are intricate and
beautiful decoration.  The stories of the window are in the
fourth ring.  

The window was presented to St. Patrick Catholic           
Church as “A Token of Friendship from Mrs.  Fitzpatrick.”  



Starting at the top
of the circle or at the 12:00
position is a white bull. 
The white bull is the
symbol of Luke, author of
the Gospels to the
Gentiles.  
     Luke is also the author
of the Acts of the Apostles. 
He was a traveling
companion to Paul on his
journeys.  

At the 1:00 position are the Gates of
Jerusalem.  It was through these gates that
Jesus entered triumphantly on Palm Sunday. 
Matthew 21: 7 - 11
They brought the ass and the colt and laid 

their cloaks over them, and he sat
upon them.  The very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road,
while others cut branches from the
trees and strewed them on the
road.  The crowds preceding him
and those following kept crying
out and saying: "Hosanna  to the
Son of David; blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord;
hosanna in the highest."  And
when he entered Jerusalem the
whole city was shaken and asked,
“Who is this?”   the crowds replied,
“This is Jesus the prophet,  from
Nazareth in Galilee.”  �   

It was through these same
gates that Jesus carried his cross

on the way to Calvary.  
Matthew 27:31 
And when they had mocked him, they
stripped him of the cloak, dressed him in his
own clothes, and led him off to crucify
him.�



    The Church, the
Bride of Christ,
and the legacy of
Jesus is pictured at
the bottom right.  

In the 3:00 spot is
an eagle symbolizing John. 
John was described as the
one whom Jesus loved and
is the author of what is
considered the most
symbolic Gospel.  



All the way at the
bottom is an angel
symbolizing Matthew,
author of the most
esteemed Gospel by the
early church.

To the left of the angel is the
Arc of the Covenant.  The exact
size, shape, and construction of
the Arc of the Covenant is
recorded in detail in Exodus 25:
10 - 27.  The Arc of the
Covenant was the vessel which
held the Ten Commandments
and was the dwelling place of
God among the Jews.  



At the 9:00 position is a lion.  The
lion is the symbol of Mark, author of the
first Gospel.

At the top left is Noah’s Ark.  

Genesis 6: 13 - 22   
he said to Noah: "I have decided to
put an end to all mortals on earth; the
earth is full of lawlessness because of
them. So I will destroy them and all
life on earth.  Make yourself an ark
of gopherwood, put various
compartments in it, and cover it
inside and out with pitch.  This is
how you shall build it: the length of
the ark shall be three hundred cubits,
its width fifty cubits, and its height
thirty cubits.  Make an opening for
daylight in the ark, and finish the ark
a cubit above it. Put an entrance in 

the side of the ark, which you shall
make with bottom, second and third
decks.   I, on my part, am about to
bring the flood (waters) on the earth,
to destroy everywhere all creatures in
which there is the breath of life;
everything on earth shall perish.  But
with you I will establish my covenant;
you and your sons, your wife and your
sons© wives, shall go into the ark.  Of
all other living creatures you shall
bring two into the ark, one male and
one female, that you may keep them
alive with you.  Of all kinds of birds,
of all kinds of beasts, and of all kinds
of creeping things, two of each shall
come into the ark with you, to stay
alive.  Moreover, you are to provide
yourself with all the food that is to be
eaten, and store it away, that it may
serve as provisions for you and for
them.”   This Noah did; he carried out

all the commands that God gave him.�  


